SOMISF’S 
GOLDSTEIN 


“Skidmore, Owings & Merrill/San 
Francisco: Architecture, Planning, and 
Interior Design,” will be the topic of this 
month's SCC/AIA Chapter meeting, 
November 8, at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art's Bing Auditorium. The 
program will feature Marc E. Goldstein, 
AIA and General Partner of SOM, 
whose slide-illustrated talk will begin at 
8p.m. 

Goldstein joined SOM in 1961, shortly 
after the Yale-educated architect's 
return from Italy where he was a 
Fulbright scholar, He was elected 
General Partner in 1970. 

Goldstein's career at SOM has been 
characterized by tremendous versatility 
and scope. His experience as Project 
Designer for numerous architectural, 
planning, interiors and systems 
development projects includes the 
Capitol Mall and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Master Plans in Washington, D.C., the 
Bank of America World Headquarters in 
San Francisco, the Mauna Kea Beach 
Hotel on the island of Hawaii, the San 
Antonio River Corridor Study, and the 
IBM European Headquarters in Paris. 
His work has taken him as far east as 
Iran — for several new town master 
plans, and as far west as Australia for 
the Australian Mutual Provident Society 
Complex in Melbourne. 

Among Goldstein's SOM projects of 
special local interest are the Universal 
City Master Plan, the Irvine Office Build- 
ing in Newport Beach, Joseph Magnin 
stores in La Habra and Palm Springs, 
and the California Tomorrow Plan, 

This month’s program is timely in 
another respect. SOM has recently 
opened a Los Angeles office, and 
Goldstein's presentation will provide an 
opportunity to learn more about this 
important and influential architectural 
firm. The program is free of charge and 
open to the public. 


DOWNTOWN 
LIBRARY 
UPDATE 


The Los Angeles Central Library issue 
has entered a new phase as the renova- 
tion-expansion concept moves toward 
realization. And at each step along the 
way, the SCC/AIA Central Library 
Study Team — headed by Charles 
Moore, FAIA, and C. Gregory Walsh, 
Jr., AIA — continues to provide im- 
portant input to the various relevant 
City agencies who have, in turn, recog- 
nized the Study Team as an important 
and unbiased source of information and 
guidance, committed as it is to pre- 
serving the Goodhue building, achiev- 
ing a functional Central Library — and 
doing both well. 

At the present time, two major areas 
of concern and activity have surfaced 
with regard to the library project: the 
Environmental Impact Report prepara- 
tion and the issue of architectural 
selection. 

Through its Bureau of Engineering, 
the City is currently preparing the Draft 
EIR on the Central Library project. At 
the request of B. of E. staff, as well as 
of the Cultural Heritage Board and the 
Municipal Arts Commission, the Study 
Team is attempting to help the City to 
list concerns, priorities, and criteria with 
regard to the Central Library building, as 
well as to define feasible alternatives 
that achieve preservation and functional 
goals. One of the major problems en- 
encountered to date is that the library 
functions have not always been ade- 
quately defined. For example, the pre- 
sumption of certain space requirements 
— all in open plan — does not allow for 
a thorough exploration of possible 
alternatives for library expansion. 

On the issue of architectural selec- 
tion, scheduled to occur after Council 
Certification of the EIR, a number of 
groups and individuals, including the 
Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
and the Study Team, have expressed 
interest and concern, They have raised 
questions as to what specific criteria 
and procedures would be employed by 
the Department of Public Works in 
making its selection of architect. In 
response, the D.P.W. has publicly ac- 
accepted offers of assistance in 
developing these criteria, yet has made 
No promises beyond that. 

A communication from the SCC/AIA 
Central Library Study Team to the 
Board of Public Works and Bureau of 
Public Buildings suggested that "a set 


of criteria for architectural selection for 
the Central Library project be 
established and made public, and that 
these criteria include such concerns as 
demonstrated sensitivity to and experi- 
ence in historic and architectural preser- 
vation, experience in additions to public 
buildings, demonstrated experience and 
sensitivity to dealing with planning con- 
cerns and relationship to neighborhood, 
and a demonstrated ability to meet strict 
budgets.” 


Other questions continue to be 
debated in some quarters, such as the 
method of project funding (Community 
Redevelopment Agency tax-increment 
financing) and certain procedural prob- 
lems regarding City Council actions. 

The important message is this: that 
concerned architects and citizens 
remain active and vigilant on the Central 
Library issue. Of immediate concern is 
the Draft EIR, scheduled to appear in 
late November or early December. Be 
on the lookout for announcements of 
the public review period. A good EIR 
will help pave the way for a good 
Central Library project. 

Margaret Bach 


“WELCOME TO 
THE MACHINE” 
ON NOV. 22 


A highly visual, multi-image, sound- 
and-slide production of desert cities, 
fortresses, bazaars, caravanseries, 
mosques, temples, palaces, univer- 
sities, Kahn, Le Corbusier, Sterling, 
Gaudi, Frei Otto, Piano & Rogers, and 
more — will be presented at the Pacific 
Design Center, Sequoia Room, on 
November 22 at 8 p.m., under the spon- 
sorship of the SCC/AIA ACT/Now 
Committee. Ranging from the mud 
brick technologies of Iran and Afghan- 
istan to the hi-tech building systems of 
Europe, “Welcome to the Machine” is 
an attempt to provide a broader per- 
spective for architects working within 
their own cultural context. 

The producers of this provocative 
media piece are architects Dan 
Benjamin and John Souza — graduates 
of USC and SCI-ARC respectively — 
who have worked on numerous 
projects in Southern California and Iran. 
In conjunction with their work they have 
travelled extensively in Europe, the 
Middle East, and India. The slides in the 
presentation are drawn from these 
experiences. The program is free and 
open to the public. 


PETE WILSON 
ON CITIES 
AND POLITICS 


On Tuesday evening, September 20, 
the Honorable Pete Wilson, Mayor of 
San Diego, addressed the Chapter on 

“ Architecture and City Planning.” The 
SCC/AIA, in conjunction with 
ACT/Now, had invited the Mayor — a 
long-time supporter of architects and a 
featured speaker at the 1977 AIA 
National Convention — as part of its 
ongoing commitment to bring con- 
cerned political leaders into dialogue 
with architects. And that is exactly what 
occurred in the well-designed surround- 
ings of the Knoll Furniture showroom at 
the Pacific Design Center where the 
buffet-reception and the program were 
held. 

Wilson opened his talk in an informal 
and congenial manner, indicating his 
desire to respond to questions and con- 
cerns of those present rather than 
pontificate on the principles of fiscally 
sound cities. 

However, he warned of the dangers 
of growth for growth’s sake. In this 
regard, solid regional planning is vital 
for cities as well as their satellite com- 
munities. Sharing can occur in areas of 
transportation and other community 
facilities and services, and coordination 
of growth policies can be sought. 

Wilson focused on the central city as 
the key to urban health. He feels that 
cities have a responsibility to their 
downtown areas which should not be 
allowed to deteriorate while suburban 
growth continues unchecked. Urban 
centers are rich not only in history and 
architecture, but they contain as well 
numerous community facilities and 
services — such as schools — which 
can support and absorb the needs of 
residential populations — in most cases 
more readily than can the developing 
suburban perimeters. The San Diego 
example, Wilson observed, is a case in 
point. He praised his planning staff for 


their innovative approach to the revital- 
ization of San Diego’s downtown area, 
citing such programs as the Gas Lamp 
Historic District and a downtown hous- 
ing plan to be funded through tax- 
increment financing. 

Inevitably, the question of mass tran- 
sit arose. Wilson expressed his view that 
fixed-rail rapid transit systems for San 
Diego and Los Angeles would prove to 
be economically unfeasible, but he did 
Not rule out an expanded bus system. 

Wilson did not address his political 
plans outright, although he is, for all 
practical purposes, a declared Republi- 
can candidate in the 1978 California 
gubernatorial race. However, the 
approaching political campaign once 
again points to the essential link 
between architecture and politics, 
especially where crucial State legislation 
is concerned which impacts upon the 
practice of architecture in California. 

The Wilson meeting provided us with 
an opportunity to communicate with a 
public figure whose political star may 
well be on the rise. Chapter members 
will be interested to learn that Governor 
Jerry Brown has been invited to speak 
at a future meeting (his acceptance is 
pending) and other political figures, 
including State Senator Alan Sieroty, 
have expressed their interest in partici- 
pating in SCC/AIA programs. Contin- 
ued and, hopefully, increasing involve- 
ment of our Chapter in future sessions 
of this nature will ensure that the voices 
of architects are heard with greater 
strength and clarity. 

Bernard Zimmerman, AIA 


CONTINUING 
EDUCATION: 
A VIEWPOINT 


by Harry Newman, AIA 
The debate about continuing education 
tied to license renewal is really a debate 
about continuing freedom — make no 
mistake about that. When words like 
“mandatory,” “controls,” “political 
realities,” coupled with implied threats 
Suggesting that unless we bow to some 
vague, undefined requirements now, as 
proposed by the CCAIA, the alternative 
program from Washington will be much 
worse — we as architects must take a 
stand. 

We must not be intimidated now and 
rush to embrace something — anything 
— to forestall becoming wards of the 
State with our lives and futures in the 
hands of yet another bureaucratic 
group. Architects, to a person, believe 
in continuing education — we must do 
so in a@competitive world — this is 
reality and this we welcome. The whole 
body of architectural history demon- 
strates this. Ours is a profession which 
attracts people of ideals, integrity, and 
creativity — people with the courage of 
their convictions, willingly accepting 
responsibility and accountability. 

Now is the time for the profession to 
stand tall, offer its own alternative with 
strength and conviction, assume some 
leadership, and present some ideas in 
what is now an intellectual vacuum 
dominated by mob action — political 
and public. 

What kind of alternative? One started 
to germinate at the September 8th 
SCC/AIA meeting. The AIA Chapters 
should sponsor and develop a series of 
educational presentations — so com- 
pelling — that we architects could not 
afford to stay home. And it must be 
voluntary, no strings attached, Forced 
education is a contradiction in terms, 
and we as architects should unite on 
this front. Who knows, we might even 
create a model for our school system — 
and God knows it needs help. We'd 
augment our own education and 
development by focusing on special 
issues. We'd be stimulated as a group, 
and those who stayed home would lose 
an advantage. 

And while we're at it — the profes- 
sion should take another stand, It 
should articulate the concept that once 
an architect is accredited (having satis- 
fied all the educational requirements, 
etc.) and is registered, he is a profes- 
sional — accountable and therefore able 
to practice. Period. 

The plan check procedure, tied as it is 
to an ambiguous, arbitrary, sometimes 
irrational code, is a professional and 
intellectual insult. It dilutes the cred- 
ibility at the client level and demeans the 
profession by implying that architects 
(alone among the professions) are in- 
competent and need a “higher body” to 
check them and protect the public. 
Nonsense. A revision of the traditional 
plan check, code, and architect relation- 
ship is long overdue — particularly now 
in the heat of the continuing education 
issue. Architects could rally on this 
issue — be the cause of something 
positive — and stop being the victim. 
We've paid our dues. It’s about time the 
profession started to collect some fees. 


Editor’s note: L.A. ARCHITECT will 
maintain its coverage of the continuing 
education question and takes this op- 
portunity to solicit from its readers opin- 
ions for publication in upcoming issues. 
Send written contributions to the Chap- 
ter office, or directly to the Editor (see 
back page for addresses). 


REFLECTIONS 
ON CCAIA 
NOMINATIONS 


by Frederick P. Lyman, AIA 


Although CCAIA President Howard 
Lane’s improvements in the Election 
System did establish a decent time 
interval between the nominations and 
the elections — thus avoiding last year’s 
fiasco — in my opinion the existence of 
the Nominating Committee discourages 
active participation by the general 
membership in the election process and 
therefore should be terminated. 

However, | must admit that this year 
the Committee led by Chairman Dave 
Boone came up with a pretty good 
slate: 

Kirk Miller (for Secretary) is a genuine 
Progressive. If he can establish a 
position of leadership from the Secre- 
tary's position, we can at last look for- 
ward to effective reorganization. 

Joe Wollett (for Treasurer) as Chair- 
man of the Relocation Task Force 
remained as majestically neutral during 
the debates as a Swiss Banker if nota 
Swiss Alp and then with all evidence in 
voted for Sacramento. 

Anyone who has ever been in an 
argument with Harry Harmon (for 
Regional Director) knows that he seeks 
truth and has no fear of expressing his 
opinions. He too supported the move to 
Sacramento. 

Beverly Willis (for Vice President, 
President-Elect) is keeping her own 
counsel on the matter of Sacramento, 
which means that Kirk Miller will have to 
get to her before Mel Ferris does, But 
her experience as Chairman of the 
Federal Construction Council and her 
clear understanding that we must be in- 
volved in issues as well as design and 
that we must establish an effective 
system of feedback on those issues 
from the Membership to the Board 
rather than the reverse would indicate 
that 1979 may be a good year. 

| do not mean to imply that the move 
to Sacramento is the only issue facing 
the Council, but, like Reorganization of 
the Board and the Election System, it is 
fundamental and until these matters are 
resolved as they should be, the voice of 
the Architectural Profession on such 
matters as State Planning and the 
Energy Crisis will remain as ineffective 
as ever. So the new Executive Commit- 
tee will have the same old problems and 
yet | sense a greater desire to solve 
them. It is only a matter of will. 


ATTENTION 
SHUTTERBUGS 


Start flicking your shutters for the 


Second Great L.A. ARCHITECT 
PHOTO CONTEST on the subjects 
L.A. PRO & CON. 


This time 8x10” glossy black and 
white only. Watch future issues for 
entry rules and other data. 


SCI-ARC NEWS 


© SCI-ARC, the Southern California 
Institute of Architecture, was 
accredited by the National Architectural 
Accrediting Board in July. The five-year . 
Bachelor of Architecture degree is the 
accredited program offered, although it 
is also possible to obtain a six-year 
Master of Architecture degree. 

© The school has recently purchased 
120 acres of Topanga Canyon land over- 
looking the ocean and the city, on 
which experimental structures and a 
future research center will be located, It 
is SCI-ARC’s intention to encourage 
undergraduate and graduate explora- 
tion of building and energy systems 
which will enable a small community to 
be self-sufficient, resource efficient, 
and ecologically sound. 

e In conjunction with the land acquisi- 
tion and the anticipated student pro- 
jects, the Fall Design Forum series, 
entitled “Experimental Ideas in Archi- 
tecture,” opened with David Gray and 
continues with Zvi Hecker on November 
2, Jack Park on November 9, Ron 
Herron on November 16, Raphael 
Soriano on November 30, Tony Gwilliam 
on November 23 and Konrad 


Wachsman on December 7 
Shelly Kappe 


Inside: 
Michael Franklin Ross on 
Young Practitioners 


Calendar: 
November 8: Marc Goldstein, 
AIA, of Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill /San Francisco, at SCC/ 
AIA Chapter meeting, Bing 
Auditorium, 8 p.m. 
November 22: ‘Welcome to the 
Machine,” a mixed-media presen- 
tation at the Pacific Design Center 
Sequoia Room, 8 p.m. 
December 13: Brendan Gill, of the 
New Yorker, on Eros in Architec- 
ture,” Chapter meeting, Bing 
Auditorium, 8 p.m. 


ALTERNATIVE 
DIRECTIONS 
FOR THE 
PRIVATE 
RESIDENCE 


The private residence remains the most 
popular testing ground for new ideas in 
architecture. Its generally small scale 
makes it possible to investigate con- 
cepts and forms with individual, under- 
standing clients in ways that would 
probably not be possible with a school 
board or governmental agency. The 
single-family (or, in one case, double- 
family) residence is — after all the 
energy legislation, OSHA requirements 
and code restrictions are adopted — still 
one area of architecture where we can 
have some fun 

The four houses discussed in this 
article are distinctly different in many 
ways, but they all share that ancient 
architectural desire to try and create an 
environment for people to live in that is 
somehow unique and exhilarating. They 
also represent the work of relatively 
young members of the profession, three 
of whom designed their houses while 
working for large, established offices. 
Since I'm one of them, | can assure you 
it takes a great deal of self-discipline, 
and a lot of week-ends — but every 
architect knows about that. 

These houses are featured to remind 
us that beyond the responsibility of 
shaping urban environments for the 
masses, saving energy, and the other 
important and pragmatic services that 
architects render, it is still possible to go 
out there and shape some spaces. The 
four projects included are: a residence 
for Faith and James Porter by James 
Porter, a residence for John and Jean 
Ross by Michael Ross, Vista del Mar 
duplex by Eric Moss and James 
Stafford, and a residence for Mr. and 
Mrs. C.J. Lagreco by Charles Lagreco. 

Michael Franklin Ross, AIA 


RESIDENCE FOR 
FAITH & JAMES PORTER 
LOS ANGELES, CA. 


James F. Porter, AIA 
Paul Y. Koshi, Structural Engineer 
James F. Porter, General Contractor 


James Porter is currently a Vice Presi- 
dent and Project Director with Charles 
Kober Associates. He was previously an 
associate with Frank O. Gehry and 
Associates. The house he designed for 
himself and his family in the Brentwood 
Hills clearly bears the influence of 
Gehry’s design for the Ron Davis 
House, on which Porter worked . While 
the Davis House is a quadrangle with 
no two corners having the same angle, 
the Porter House is a more controlled 
distortion of the basic rectangle. 

According to Porter, the 
parallelogram evolved out of the desire 
to take maximum advantage of the 
views with the minimum amount of 
grading and retaining walls. The result is 
a dextrous interpenetration of a rec- 
tangular grid with a shifted enclosure 
The diagonal walls of the exterior are 
penetrated by various openings which 
imply the internal geometry by bending 
the exterior plane back to the ortho- 
gonal grid. This provides recessed, 
covered entry alcoves at different 
locations. 

The interior is dominated by a large 
open space with three levels stepping 
back like a series of trays, under a 
sloping, skylighted roof. The simple 
stucco surface over conventional wood 
frame construction provided Porter with 
the opportunity to create a stimulating 
environment at an economical price. 

Photographs by James Porter 


VISTA DEL MAR DUPLEX 
PLAYA DEL REY, CA. 
1977 
Eric Moss, AIA, and James Stafford 
with George Elian and David Cooper 
John Rotondi, General Contractor 


This sculptural duplex received an 
SCC/AIA design citation this year for 
what the jury described as a ‘’whimsi- 
cal..,tour de force.” It is, indeed, both 
of these. 

The owner required the addition of 
two floors — approximately 1200 sq. 
ft. — to an existing two-story duplex 
The original stucco exterior was re- 
moved and the entire exterior was 
finished, as the architects describe it, 
“as a single conceptual piece.” 

The bold, baroque curvilinear forms 
are primarily visual, rather than per- 
forming any particular function, other 
than to give this dual residence a unique 
imageability, Nikolaus Pevsner reminds 
us that "Baroque had originally signified 
odd, especially of odd shape. It was, 
therefore, adopted to describe an archi- 
tectural style which to the classicist 
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FAITH & JAMES PORTER RESIDENCE 
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R. & MRS. C.J. LAGRECO RESIDENCE 


appeared to revel in odd, extravagant 
shapes.” | believe a modern-day 
baroque attitude is at work here, in 
which Moss and Stafford are reacting in 
an extravagant way to the classicists of 
today. The building is clearly trying to 
do too many things at once, but its 
sheer energy, determination, and facile 
forms are in themselves noteworthy, 
The use of electrical connections and 
mechanical vents as sculptural elements 
is not new, but is a gentle, if not tongue 
in-cheek reminder of the mundane parts 
that compose the architectural whole. 

Moss feels there is a certain ‘‘weak- 
ness, a lack of conviction” among most 
architects today, many of whom are re- 
turning to the warmth and safety of 
“what's old is good.” Moss is the sym- 
bol of /‘enfant terrible, who enjoys ex- 
ploring new directions and ruffling a few 
old feathers. 

Eric Moss and James Stafford estab- 
lished their own office in May 1976, and 
both teach at SCI-ARC 

Photographs by Morton Neikrug 


RESIDENCE FOR 
JOHN & JEAN ROSS 
Ta WESTBURY, N.Y. 
19 


Michael Franklin Ross, AIA 
Assisted by Tanaka/Purtill 
William McKerracher, 
Structural Engineer 
William J. Yang, Mechanical Engineer 
Harry Sprukts Construction, 
General Contractor 


Michael Ross is a Senior Projects 
Architect with Daniel, Mann, Johnson, 
& Mendenhall. This house for his 
parents sits on a heavily wooded, two- 
acre hillside. Predominant views are 
down the hill toward a broad meadow 
to the southeast. 

In response to the sloping hillside, the 
first floor has been divided into three 
tiers that step gently down the ten per- 
cent grade. The building has been 
folded in on itself to preserve a speci- 
men copper beech on its western 
border. The family breakfast room and 
main dining area look out at a stepping 
garden in which the beech tree forms 
the focus. 

A fifteen-degree shift in internal 
geometry bends the attention of the 
visitors and inhabitants toward the 
beautiful view to the southeast, which is 
enhanced by a large two-story curved 
glass wall 

The sequence of spaces from the 
approach begins with the oblique face 
of the garage and the mini-curved 
entrance alcove, which suggest what 
awaits the visitor on the interior. Off the 
entry foyer a skylighted circulation spine 
links the three stepping levels, while the 
main view from this spine is framed by 
the stairs and the bridge overhead. 

Outdoor decks, off the living room, 
bedrooms, and dining areas integrate 
the natural surroundings with the 
building. 

Photographs by Michael Franklin Ross 


RESIDENCE FOR 
MR.&MRS. C.J. LAGRECO 
Sa BERNARDINO, CA. 
1 


Charles A. Lagreco with 
Architectural Collective 

Johnson and Neilsen, Structural 
Engineers 

Cal Construction Co., 
General Contractors 


Chuck Lagreco is a principal in the firm 
Architectural Collective and teaches at 
USC. This house was designed for his 
parents during the five-year period he 
was a Senior Project Designer with 
Caudill Rowlett Scott. 

The house sits on a steep hillside 
against the San Bernardino National 
Forest. Primary views are toward the 
south overlooking the San Bernardino 
Valley. 

The C.J. Lagreco residence is essen- 
tially a cube that has been eroded and 
layered by the west-to-east entry and 
circulation sequence, as well as by the 
closed-to-open spatial sequence of the 
north-to-south axis. The spatial inter- 
play occurs against the order estab- 
lished by a 4’x4’ plan grid which 
becomes a 4’x8’ grid in elevation, 
responding to the standard plywood 
formwork 

The house is reminiscent of Le 
Corbusier's Villa Shodan, 1952, in 
which Corbu eroded a concrete cube, 
and stepped the deep concrete brise- 
soleil to provide a variety of open and 
closed volumes overlooking the swim- 
ming pool. 

While the house is derived from 
Corbusier and exhibits the influence of 
his latter-day disciples, Michael Graves 
and Peter Eisenman — both of whom 
Lagreco studied with at Princeton — 
the building itself is extremely well 
resolved and fitted to its difficult site. 

All mechanical, electrical and plumb- 
ing is contained in a secondary stud and 
plaster wall system which is articulated 
from the main poured-in-place exposed 
concrete structure. 

Photographs by Julius Shulman 


The 2,133rd meeting of the SCC/AIA 
Board of Directors: On September 6, 
officers, directors and guests gathered 
at the Chapter office to hear reports by 
Secretary Ralph Flewelling on member- 


The Bureau of Public Buildings, City of 
Los Angeles, is seeking to update its 
files on architects for future considera- 
tion in awarding design contracts. The 
current form, “Data on Architectural 


à 


The long-awaited Guide to Architecture 
in Los Angeles and Southern California, 
by David Gebhard and Robert Winter, is 
now available in its new, much revised 
and vastly expanded form. 


“Architectural Technology,” the 
Architecture/Urban Design and Urban 
Planning Professionals Fall Lecture 
Series at UCLA, continues November 3 
with Lawrence Medlin on “Lightweight 


Energy Fair "77 a conference and trade 
show highlighting energy conservation 
and alternative energy sources, will take 
place November 3-6 at the Anaheim 
Convention Center. Note that 


ship applications; President David 
Martin on the Nominations Committee's 
1978 slate, Fellowship nominations, and 
CCAIA Land Use Committee’s Santa 
Monica Mountains Study and plans for 
publication; WAL Vice President Sally 
Landworth on Home Tour status; 
Ernest Elwood on L.A.’s proposals for 
restructuring its Public Works Depart- 
ment; Thelma Imschweiler on an ASA- 
proposed course offering; and Mitchell 
Robinson on proposed handicapped 
code. 


A Governmental Relationships Commit- 
tee has been established by the 
SCC/AIA. Chaired by Stanley M. 
Smith, AIA, with Kurt Meyer, FAIA, 
and R.G. Conklin, AIA, the Commit- 
tee’s objectives are to review architec- 
tural and engineering selection 
procedures of local governmental agen- 
cies and to explore the issue of agencies 
performing architectural and related 
services in-house, as opposed to com- 
missioning such work from the private 
sector 


A Judicial Building and Historical 
Museum will be the subject of the 
December Professional Examination, 
according to a recent announcement by 
the NCARB. Architectural License 
Seminars will hold intensive one-day 
seminars concentrating on every aspect 
of this subject. The programs will be 
held in several cities across the country, 
including here in Los Angeles on Satur- 
day, November 12, at the Sheraton LA 
Airport Hotel. For further information 
please call the ALS office at 477-0112. 


An exhibit entitled “Environmental 
Design: Signing & Graphics” will be on 
view from November 10 to December 4 
in the main lobby exhibition area of the 
Security Pacific National Bank head- 
quarters building in downtown Los 
Angeles. Sponsored by the American 
Institute of Graphic Arts as a travelling 
exhibit, the mixed-media presentation 
illustrates some of the best work being 
done in the field of architectural signing 
and graphics by designers from New 
York to Honolulu, and demonstrates 
techniques and materials utilized by the 
profession. 


Reminder: The copy deadline for L.A. 
ARCHITECT is the 5th of the month 
preceding publication. The deadline for 
the December issue is November 5. 
Copy may be sent directly to Editor 
Margaret Bach, 140 Hollister Avenue 
#3, Santa Monica, CA 90405. 


BARNWOOD 


Hand hewn oak beams 6x8, 8x8, 
8x10, 10x10, 10x14 up to 30 ft. length 
Duane Eschenbaum, Rt. 5 
Box 89, Miller, SD. 57362 
(605) 857-2311 


CONTRACT FABRICS 


and Engineering Firm,” dated Septem- 
ber 1, 1977, is available from the Bureau 
office, Room 800, City Hall East, L.A. 
90012. In addition, as a prerequisite for 
eligibility for award of a city non- 
construction contract, the architect and 
his consultants must submit, as part of 
the agreement, a written affirmative 
action plan. The contractor may be ex- 
empted from the prescribed goals and 
timetable if he agrees to enter into joint 
venture with a minority contractor. For 
additional information concerning this 
plan, call 485-4478. 


“The Best Kept Secret West of the 
Mississippi: Downtown L.A.,” is the 
topic of the Southern California 
Chapter/Society of Architectural 
Historians’ first program for 1977/78. 
Walk/talk/eat with John Pastier in the 
Central City on Saturday, November 19, 
10:30-2:30. For further information, 
contact Janann Strand, President, at 
799-3153, or William Kelly, AIA, Vice 
President, at 454-3434. Other recently- 
installed SCC/SAH officers are 
Elizabeth McMillan, Secretary; Eugene 
Streich, Treasurer; Kathryn Smith, 
Newsletter Editor; and Robert Winter, 
Preservation Officer. 


“Old and New Architecture: Design 
Relationship,” is the topic of a con- 
ference to be held in Washington, D.C., 
December 1-3, 1977. Co-sponsors of 
this landmark conference, in which 
nationally-recognized authorities will 
participate, are the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the Washing- 
ton Chapters of the American Institute 
of Architects and the Society of Archi- 
tectural Historians. For further informa- 
tion, contact the Office of Preservation 
Services, N.T.H.P., 740-748 Jackson 
Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006, 
(202) 638-5200 


Reg Anz, AIA, now on a temporary 
assignment in Nevada, is attempting to 
organize a group of young professionals 
interested in obtaining personal, single- 
family housing at absolute minimum 
cost. A non-profit, cooperative en- 
deavor, the location of the project (in 
the Los Angeles area), and type of con- 
struction are yet to be determined. You 
may add your name to the mailing list 
for further information by contacting 
him at 1249 Laredo Court, Reno, 
Nevada 89503. A $2.00 donation to help 
defray initial expenses would be 
appreciated. 


OFFICE FOR RENT: 
House remodelled for Architect's Office. Near L.A. 
Downtown. Convenient to all Freeways. 1400 sq 
ft. Ideal for professional Offices for Architect, 
Engineer, Attorney, Accountant, Real Estate, Etc. 
$750.00 per month includes Utilities, Gardner andi 
Caretaker. Property fenced. Call Mr. Samaniego, 
(213) 483-0530 


Evenings, (213) 383-1069 


LARGEST SELECTION 


CONTEX 


a division of Affiliated Weavers, Inc. 
PANEL PARTITION FABRICS 
»# CASEMENT — Inherently Flame Retardant 
»~ LINENS »~ JACQUARDS » NYLONS 
* CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION and COLORS 
To Your Specifications 


CONTEX 
P.O. BOX 68381, LOS ANGELES, CA 90069 
(213) 933-5268 


Can 
adni 


to use minia ? 


[USERS CLAIM SAVINGS OF AS MUCH AS 30%) 


The MINIMAX Pin Register Overlay Drafting System: 


Eliminates all repetitive drafting. 
Makes design changes easier and faster. 
Allows quick, accurate checking of disciplines against each 


other. 


Provides finished composite working drawings that are clean, 


sharp, accurate and permanent. 


Is backed by a nationwide network of 42 top reproduction 
houses whose cameras have a common alignment to permit 
creation of composite drawings from overlays created in 


several locations. 


For a demonstration or additional information on the 
minilla system 


Call Century City Blueprint Co. 
553-0500 
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e An exciting (and tasteful!) program is 
scheduled for WAL's regular meeting 
on November 16, 10:00 a.m., at the 
home of Jetty and Miller Fong, 1500 
Lombardy Road, Pasadena. Sue 
Kranwinkle and Peggy Rahn, of “In- 
ner Gourmet” cooking school and 
KNXT radio fame, will demonstrate the 
art of French cuisine preparation. And 
guess what — we get to eat the results! 
For reservations, call Maureen Dodson, 
454-7403. 

e WAL's Past-President Brunch in Oc- 
tober was a delightful affiar, highlighted 
by a program featuring Phyllis Morris, 
celebrated interior designer and radio 
personality. Our thanks to Marge and 
Bill Overpeck for providing the setting in 
their lovely Pacific Palisades home for 
this annual event. 


© Thanks are due to the members of the 
WAL, AIA, Associates, and Students 
for helping to make WAL’s 17th Annual 
Home Tour the resounding success that 
it was. We again look forward to 
furthering the education of talented 
architectural students through scholar- 
ships provided by proceeds of the Tour. 
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TRY OUR 


introductory offer we'll 
repair any make or model eraser 
cord type or cordless, for only 
$9.95 (reg. $11.95) and this ad.* 
Includes parts, labor and tax plus a 
3-Mo. warranty. 
© ONE DAY ERASER SERVICE © 
We can repair your unit while you 
wait if brought in or just ship it to us 
U.P.S. or Parcel Post and we'll ship it 
back the following day. Add $1.50 re- 
turn shipping and handling. 
[INCLUDE PREPAYMENT & SAVE COD CHARGES. 
“Units damaged or missing parts due 
to amateur attempts at servicing may run 
somewhat higher. This offer void on old- 


er units for which parts are no longer ob- 
tainable. Offer expires April 1, 1977. 


NEW ERASERS From $21.95 
We offer similar savings on drafting 
machine and lamp repair. 

Mon-Fri 9-6pm Sat 11-4pm 


S@ (213)661-1875 EE 


As a special 


3237 SUNSET BL., L.A. 90026 


BUY-SELL NEW-USED 


Thursday, November 3, 9 a.m. to6 
p.m., is Industry Day. For further infor- 
mation contact Energy Fair, Inc., 15915 
Asilomar Blvd., Pacific Palisades 90272, 
489-2777. 


and Portable Structures,” November 10 
with David Thompson on “Planning for 
the Consumer — the Co-op,” Novem- 
ber 17 with Ruthann Corwin and Ann 
Chaney on “The California Desert ” and 
Richard Rogers on “Architectural 
Technology in Public Spaces.” For in- 
formation on times and locations, call 
825-3791. 


State Mandated Energy Conservation 
Standards for New Nonresidential 
Buildings will go into effect on January 
1, 1978. Copies of the regulations may 
be obtained from: Publications Unit, 
California Energy Resources Com- 
mission, 1111 Howe Ave., Sacramento, 
CA 96825. 


ANAHEIM BUILDERS 


PPLY, A 
Professional Temporaries Su = 
Project Power Distributors of Quality 
Engineering Brick & Tile Products 
Architecture 
Planning 
Professional 
Clerical 
726 SANTA MONICA BLVD. #204 
SANTA MONICA, CA 90401 
213/393-7243 e Acme Brick Co. 
Bill Lee ate © Endicott Clay Products 
3 A omen —— e Canadian Refactories 
3 nim me wm | | o Pacific Clay Products 
AL RENDERINGS AND MODELS 


© Whitacre-Greer 


e Hastings Pavement Co. 


COLOR-BLACK & WHITE 


Photo Enlargements 


ALL SIZES FROM 8"'x 10" TO 30x40" 
MURALS UP TO 8 FT.—HIGH QUALITY 
OVER NIGHT SERVICE AVAILABLE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 


© Summitville 


professional 
enlargement 
specialists 


MASONRY MATERIALS 
1635 South State College Blvd. 
Anaheim, California 92806 
(714) 634-4521 


BOOKS on ARCHITECTURE © DESIGN * PLANNING 
new * out-of-print + imported / hardcover & paperback 
extensive stock / special values at reduced prices 


WE ALSO BUY BOOKS 


Hennessey & Ingalls, Inc. 


Art and Architecture Bookstore 
11833 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 90025 473-0380 


` 


MAKE IT LAST 
MAKE IT MASONRY 
DIGNITY, ENDURANCE 
and ECONOMY 


Masonry walls reduce sound transmission 
and conserve energy 


FOR INFORMATION and 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CALL 
MASONRY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
2550 BEVERLY BLVD. 

LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90057 

Phone (213) 388-0472 


